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Female Vocals Grade 8

Technical Exercises

Group A: Scales

The chromatic scale should be prepared as shown below. You may select any starting note from A-E. You will be asked if you
would like to sing along to a metronome click or hear four clicks before you start. Whichever option you choose, you will
hear your chosen starting note before the count starts. You may perform this test using any vocal sound except humming or
whistling. The tempo is 4=100.

«=100

Group B: Arpeggios

In this group, the arpeggio exercise needs to be prepared as shown below.

This test is performed to a metronome click track and you may select any starting note from C-G. You will hear the root
note played on piano followed by a one-bar (four click) count-in. You may perform this test using any vocal sound except
humming or whistling. The tempo is J=100.
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Group C: Intervals
In this group, the two interval sequences need to be prepared as below. You will be asked to perform one of them in the
exam, as chosen by the examiner.

The examiner will choose a starting note within the range A-C. You will hear this note followed by a four-beat count-in. You
may perform this test using any vocal sound except humming or whistling. The tempo is J=90.

Major 7*, minor 7* and octave intervals
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Group D: Backing Vocals

In this group, all three backing vocal parts need to be prepared as shown below. You will be asked to perform one of them
in the exam, as chosen by the examiner. The chosen part must be sung alongside the other two parts on the recording.
The backing tracks for these can be found on the download card.
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Technical Exercises

Group E: Stylistic Studies

You will need to choose one stylistic technical study from the group of styles listed below. Your choice will determine the
style of the Quick Study Piece. If you choose the jazz and blues stylistic study, for example, the examiner will give you a QSP
from the jazz and blues group.

= Pop and musical theatre
= Soul and R’'n’'B

= Jazz and blues

» Rock and indie

Stylistic Study | Pop and Musical Theatre Dramatic dynamics and inflections / Sustains with vibrato
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Technical Exercises

Stylistic Study | Jazz and Blues

Un-accompanied chromatic runs / Wide pitch jumps
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Quick Study Piece

At this grade you will be asked to prepare and perform a short Quick Study Piece (QSP). This will consist of four bars
of melody and eight bars of improvisation. Bars 1-4 of the test will be a notated melody and you will need to sing all the
written detail including lyrics. In bars 5-8, you will need to improvise a variation on bars 1-4, developing both the lyrics and
melody as you feel appropriate. In bars 9-12, you will need to improvise with no requirement to reference bars 1-4. You may
use any vocal sound except humming or whistling for these bars.

The examiner will give you the sheet music, then you will hear a full mix version of the track, including the notated parts.
This first playthrough will be preceded by the root note and a one-bar count-in. After the full mix, you will have three
thinutes to practise. The root note will be played at the start of this practice time and then again after 90 seconds. During the
practice time, you will be given the choice of a metronome click throughout or a one-bar count-in at the beginning.

At the end of three minutes, the backing track will be played twice more with the notated parts now absent. The first time
is for you to rehearse and the second time is for you to perform the final version for the exam. Again, you will hear the root
note and a one bar count-in before both playthroughs. The backing track is continuous, so once the first playthrough has
finished, the root note and count-in of the second playing will start immediately. The tempo is 4=70-160.

The QSP style will be from one of the following four groups. These match the groups of the stylistic studies in the Technical
Exercises section.

= Pop and musical theatre
= Soul and Rn’B

= Jazz and blues

= Rock and indie

The style given to you in the exam will be from the same group as your choice of stylistic study. The examiner will decide
which one, specifically (i.e. rock or indie).

Quick Study Piece | Pop and Musical Theatre Example test
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Quick Study Piece | Soul and R’'n’B Example test
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Quick Study Piece | Jazz and Blues Example test
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Quick Study Piece | Rock and Indie Example test
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Ear Tests

In this section, there are two ear tests:
= Melodic Recall
= Harmony Vocals

You will find one example of each type of test printed below and you will be given both of them in the exam.

Test 1 | Melodic Recall

The examiner will play you a two-bar melody played to a drum backing. It will use the B major or D natural minor scales
(the examiner will decide which) and the first note will be the root, 3™ or 5%. You will hear the test twice. Each time
the test is played, it starts with the root note and a four-beat count-in. There will be a short gap for you to practise after
each playthrough. Next, you will hear a vocal count-in, after which you should sing the melody to the drum backing.
The tempo is J=90.

It is acceptable to sing over the track as it is being played as well as practising after the first two playthroughs. The length of
time available after the second playthrough is pre-recorded on the audio track, so the vocal count-in may begin while you

are still practising.

You may perform this test using any vocal sound except humming or whistling.
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Please note: the test shown is an example. The examiner will give you a different version in the exam.

Test 2 | Harmony Vocals

The examiner will play you a four-bar melody in the key of A major or B minor, based on any diatonic chords. The recorded
vocal part will sing the root, 3™ or 5% of each chord. You will need to harmonise a diatonic 3 or 4™ above this part using the
same rhythm. The examiner will give you the lyrics.

You will hear the test twice. Each time the test is played, it starts with the root note and a four-beat count-in. There will be
a short gap for you to practise after each playthrough. Next, you will hear a vocal count-in, after which you should perform
the harmony line. The tempo is J=90-130.

It is acceptable to sing over the track as it is being played as well as practising after the first two playthroughs. The length of
time available after the second playthrough is pre-recorded on the audio track, so the vocal count-in may begin while you
are still practising.

J=1 30 Candidate hears: (You will not be shown this in the exam)
Bm D A Bm
0y R
[T T 1T [ p— 7 v n i |
. = IO I T K e T T T T & In7T 1 p—T i |
EGEEE [; : gy g 338933 2 : . ——=]
o) o o i: . & §
“-—__‘__'__/ el ——
Il do__ what - ev-er it takes to  win you back a - gain._
J=130 Candidate sings: (you will not hear or be shown this in the exam)
Bm D A Bm
A o )J >J >J >J pr—— A | |
[ ol B o 1 IT I Y I LT I ] I 1 1 1IN T 1 I I — 1 I |
Ho e 1 H—— s aada e T4 F 2 F——— B
(NI = 3 I T I i- b- — I 1 ﬁ_d_—*—ﬂ
Y] e p— — 1 —
— Il do__ what - ev-er it takes to  win you back a - gain._

Please note: the test shown is an example. The examiner will give you a different version in the exam.
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General Musicianship Questions

In this part of the exam you will be asked five questions. Three of these will be about general music knowledge, the fourth
will be about improvisation, and the fifth will be about your voice or the microphone.

Part 1 | General Music Knowledge
The examiner will ask three music knowledge questions from the categories below. The questions will be based on one of the
pieces (including Free Choice Pieces) as performed by you in the exam. You can choose which one.

If there are handwritten notes on the piece you have chosen, the examiner may ask you to choose an alternative.

You will be asked to identify and explain:
= Any notation used in the chosen piece;
= Recognition of intervals up to a 10* between two adjacent notes. (You will need to state major, minor or perfect.)

Part 2 | Improvisation
You will also be asked to briefly describe and demonstrate - with reference to melody, rhythm, phrasing and dynamics - your
approach to how you would improvise any part of your chosen song. You can choose the part.

Part 3 | Your Voice And The Microphone
The examiner will also ask you one question about your voice or the microphone. Brief demonstrations to assist your answer
would be acceptable,

You will be asked:
= What is ‘melisma’ and what exercises can help you develop it?
= Describe techniques you might employ to build emotional intensity in a soul/R&B style ballad.
= Give two examples of exercises designed to develop intensity/power in a singer’s ‘mix’ voice.
= Explain the difference between a dynamic and a condenser microphone, including one example each of their uses.

)
[
)
®
-
&)
w
o
&
>
o
o
=
(5]
£




Grade 8 Technical Exercises

In this section, the examiner will ask you to perform the two exercises printed below. You do not need to
memorise the exercises (and you may use the book in the exam) but the examiner will be looking for the speed
and confidence of your response. The examiner will also give you credit for the level of your musicality in your
attention to directions, including phrasing and dynamics.

Exercise 1: Scales Disc 2 Track 1

You will be asked to perform the following scale and arpeggio exercise beginning on any note between A-D.

You will be asked to give the exercise legato or staccato and with crescendo and diminuendo as directed by the
examiner

ascending ——— ——— descending
or
J=126 ascending ——— ——— descending

L
2N
oy
o
~e
g
‘AAP
~A
s
Q[
N
I~
T

9
3
L Y
L N
-
(‘1;

CD

) 2 > i\ ; e \

* & r 3 = = - s - @ E\‘ Y o = ‘? 7] \F\i N } T
[ o | & r3 TAE "l e i ! 71y & 7 = =) & 7 7
AN ! 1 I ] 17 I kot

(2 I — F | s

f ; ae| \ I | N

7 ¥ ; ! = = I = ’ = o =
V. 1 r3 ¥ ] I I 7 ) ’ 7 '; ﬁ_ 7 4 g [
[ FanY 1 r I ] P
AN — | I & 4 & ¥ - = = U7 \ I ] -
v o (= 4 T E 7 V 7 | i 7 7 [ T e
CD]? r

|
|

~¢
™ T
e
L

~e¢
T

| e

-

i

L L

~TIee | |
e |
~e e
e || |
L
|
| THER
L 1HEA

NS
[
Y

Il
v

 YHEN

| 1NES
N

L}
| 1NN

Continues overleaf

Vocals Level 3 - Female

.
@)



r
[
|
L4

r ]
1y
17
r

[

L]

L

1%
|4

17
¥

o

1/

13
Wi
¥:

Gy
7

r 2.8

P

et
)
r

r
1y
17
¥

A
17

l

P ————



Exercise 2: Backing Vocals

You should prepare all three parts of the following two backing vocal exercises. The examiner will select the part
to be given against the other two parts on a backing track. Two examples will be selected.
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Exercise 2: Backing Vocals (continued)

Disc 2 Track 5/6/7

/=65 Very Smoothly

B Em Am D B
(. — ; —
Backing vocals | -f——4—= —= ] = 3 = o " f—
g fo—oe 2 — et =
What can_ I say? I don’t want to wait. What can_ I do__
A 4
Iy o F 1
Backing vocals ﬁ-——,—;‘—ﬁ j : ,j 3 ] - - | ; - p— =
;s i T = p- i P — I m =i
e o W - = s ¥ e ~
What can_ 1 say?___ [ don’t want to wait. What can_ 1 do__
£ 4
Backing vocals — : $ 4
CO—% ety == £ P ———— ¢ e i
¢ s @@ F F___T v ¥ @ T g v T T F_
What can_ I say?___ I don’t want to wait. What can_ I do__
Em Am D B
T = —
F . | i 1\ & a i i & = f— =] AI
N P | | | . =7 | & S | | i ——
A - et & 7 L & —
[ ) ﬂ,a- ‘\_/‘
_ to tell you, to tell you? How can__  you g0,
04 —|
g == = - = 3
= & & = & ! & & & ! m b
¥ o y_¥ 7
—  to tell you, to  tell you? How can__  you £0,
f e
7 I .
= = —& = - : £ = . = F“Fz'ﬁi
hNaY I 1 Y T 7 [ 1 = | =i | P
Y ¥ e I s & - s_ov @ ~
to tell you, to tell you? How can__  you 20—
Em Am’ D B Em B
A r — - ; =
I o | | | | |
= | —Fr——spF == r
Y | ¥ | o ol b g I bas 22
03] T r o F —
—_ leave me in__ this way?____ What can_ [ say?__ What can__ [ say?_
4 :
7 1 Fl | 4 F—_ﬁ — 1 F3 ﬁ =
@ =& 2 } < — | T { d‘ é‘ e I | T % |
® = —* - w_#r* = & w_at* =
- — leave me in__ this way?____ What can_ I say?__ What can__ I  say?_
§
; 7
: A &
™ H—— ¥ 3 : ¥
K — = é' < | < i - I £ ]
@ e - o o 4 o = - v v d_v - T e
'§ it leave me in___ this way?____ What can_ I say?__ What can_ I say?_
=
48




